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LA GRANDE — President 
Joe Biden’s student loan forgive-
QHVV�SODQ�FRXOG�PDNH�D�GL൵HU-
ence for some Eastern Oregon 
residents.

According to Eastern Oregon 
8QLYHUVLW\¶V�¿QDQFLDO�DLG�R൶FH��
93% of students receive some 
form of f inancial aid. This 
includes federal student loans, 
grants, work-study programs and 
scholarships.
³:H¶UH�VWLOO�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�R൶FLDO�

guidance, but the opportunity is 
very exciting for our students and 
families with loan debt,” EOU 
scholarship coordinator Danny 
Bailey said.

According to Biden’s plan, 

borrowers who earn less than 
$125,000 a year, or families earn-
ing less than $250,000, will be 
eligible for $10,000 of federal 
student debt forgiveness. Recip-
ients of Pell grants — federal 
grants for undergraduate students 
LQ�H[FHSWLRQDO�¿QDQFLDO�QHHG�²�
are eligible for $20,000 of debt 
forgiveness. Eligibility will be 
based on adjusted gross income. 
Loans obtained after June 30, 
2022, will not be eligible for 
relief.

For Umatilla County, the aver-
age yearly per-person income is 
$25,452 and the median house-
hold income is $57,973, accord-
ing to 2020 U.S. Census Bureau 
data. In Union County, the 
yearly per-person income is 
$27,748 and the median house-
hold income is $53,940.

65% of EOU students 
graduate with debt

Of the public four-year institu-
tions in the state that shared data on 
student debt, Eastern had the high-
est percentage of students gradu-
ating with debt at 65% and the 
fourth-highest average amount of 

debt at $24,548 — behind Oregon 
State University, Oregon Institute 
of Technology and University of 
Oregon.

Only 4% of students gradu-
ated with private debt, averaging 
$10,505. This is less than the state 
trend — 8% and $37,150, respec-
tively.
$IWHU� WKH�¿UVW� IRXU�ZHHNV�RI�

the year, EOU puts together a 

fact sheet that breaks down the 
demographics of the total enroll-
ment, incoming freshmen and new 
transfers. The 2022 report will not 
be available until November, but 
according to the 2021 fact sheet,
34% of total students enrolled and 
48% of incoming freshmen were
from Eastern Oregon.

Student debt relief
Area higher ed 
R൶FLDOV�ZHLJK�LQ�
on student debt 
forgiveness

Dick Mason/The Observer, File
Eastern Oregon University in La Grande reports 93% of its students
receive some form of !nancial aid. Borrowers could receive up to 
$20,000 in debt cancellation under President Joe Biden’s new student 
debt forgiveness plan.
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HERMISTON — The lands 
of the former Umatilla Chemical 
Depot are nearing transfer from 
Army ownership to the Colum-
bia Development Authority. After 
years of waiting for local control, 
the deal could close in December.

CDA Director Greg Smith said 
the memorandum of agreement 
to complete the transfer from the 
Army to local hands “is 100% 
done.”

“The deeds of trust are drafted,” 
he said. “As soon as the ports of 
Morrow and Umatilla, the coun-
ties and tribe authorize the trans-
fer, the deeds will be attached to the 
MOA. Once approved, I can sign. 
It has been awaiting my signature 
for 90 days.”

Smith said that is because the 
Army requires the delay for a $1 
million payment.

“It’s a pretty good deal — thou-
sands of acres for a million bucks,” 
Smith said.

The area west of Hermiston and 
north of Interstate 84 straddles the 
border of Umatilla and Morrow 
counties, covering 17,165 acres, 
which will support wildlife habi-
tat as well as military and indus-
trial uses.

Some 7,500 acres is to remain in 
military use, housing the Oregon 
Army National Guard’s Camp 
Umatilla infantry training school, 
emergency management facilities 
and youth activities.

Nearly 5,800 acres is for wildlife 
habitat. The Confederated Tribes of 
the Umatilla Indian Reservation are 
to receive most of this land, which 
the tribes aim to rehabilitate.

“Rehabilitation will not occur 
until transfer occurs,” said Bill 
Tovey, the tribes’ economic devel-
opment director. “The Army will 
transfer the land to CDA, who will 
then transfer the 4,000 acres to the 
tribes. The land is mostly zoned 
wildlife habitat. The big thing is 
protecting the shrub steppe habitat.”

Industrial parcels in Umatilla 
and Morrow counties on the former 

Transfer 
of former 
depot 
lands nears 
completion
More than 17,000 
acres would support 
military, industrial 
and wildlife uses
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Pendleton Children’s Center 
eyes October opening

Yasser Marte/East Oregonian
Brittney Jackson, 43, director of Pendleton Children’s Center, discusses the 
facility’s mission statement Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2022, as she works from her 
o"ce in Pendleton. “Once it gets going, my hope is that people will see what 
a bene!t it is, and how everyone bene!ts, and then hopefully there will be 
more buy-in from the community,” she said. “But I think it’s something peo-
ple need to see before they can believe.”

Yasser Marte/East Oregonian
Construction continues Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2022, on the future nonpro!t Pendleton Children’s Center at 510 S.W. 10th St., Pendleton.
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PENDLETON — 
Through a ruckus 
of hammers, saws 
and construction 

equipment at work on Tues-
day, Aug. 30, Brittney Jack-
son described what the new 
Pendleton Children’s Center 
could accomplish.

“I’m so excited about 
all of the possibilities,” she 
VDLG��³,W¶V�D�GL൶FXOW�WLPH�IRU�
families when children are 
little. We can really get in, 
strengthen families, support 
their children and get them 
where they need to be before 
kindergarten.”

Jackson is the director of 
the center, 510 S.W. 10th St., 
which plans to open its doors 
to the public in October. The 
QRQSUR¿W�VHHNV�WR�DGGUHVV�D�
need for child care in Pendle-
ton that Jackson emphasized 
was crucial to the community 
and the success of its children.

-DFNVRQ�KDV�¿YH�FKLOGUHQ�
of her own and is a 22-year 
veteran of the child care 
industry. She said the indus-
try is misunderstood.

“It costs families a lot to 
pay for child care, but child 
care is also extremely expen-
sive to provide, especially if 
you’re shooting for high qual-
ity,” she said. “It’s a profession 
that you can have a degree in 
and still make somewhere 
near minimum wage.”

Jackson explained that, 
when the coronavirus 
pandemic began, the child 
care industry was among the 
¿UVW�WR�IDOO��,W�EHFDPH�TXLFNO\�
apparent, she said, how essen-
tial a part of the work force 
child care providers truly 
were.

“There is a term in the 
child care world, called a 
child care desert, which is 
what they use to describe a 
community that has about 
33 child care slots for every 

See Opening, Page A8




